CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR
MR. GARVIN AND THE 'NATIONAL' GOVERNMENT
A seven cities claimed the honour of being the birth-place of
Homer, so there are seven claimants for the honour of
being the originator of the * National' Government, but the real
and only begetter was Mr. J. L. Garvin. It was eight months
after its conception by the Editor of the Observer that the
illegitimate abortion made its appearance.
Mr. Garvin is a well-informed and popular publicist, a
brilliant, erudite essayist. During his editorship of the
Observer, he has raised that fashionable journal to a position
of unique authority and distinction. Every Sunday, ex
cathedra, he addresses the universe on the topics of the hour.
His versatility is marvellous and his scholarship profound. In
words ofc learned length and thundering sound,' he preaches,
Sunday by Sunday, the effete misoneism and calvinistic
imperialism of Victorian politicians. An incorrigible trans-
cendentalist, he glorifies the shibboleths of his Party until he
sees them as the very oracles of God. He views domestic
politics as with an astronomical telescope, which so magnifies
everything that he sometimes mistakes a louse on the lens for
a mammoth in the moon. His weekly serial is written in
rounded periods of Attic prose, but often it has a Swiftian
sententiousness and sometimes a Johnsonian verbosity.
On 25 January 1931 there appeared in the Observer an
article by Mr. Garvin which created a sensation and was,
indeed, worthy of the best days of political lampooning. It
was written in the flaming heat of angry exasperation and
shows a skill in the art of vituperation of which he is so
conspicuous a master, but there is a rollicking Irish extrava-
gance about his abuse that makes it more humorous than
harmful. The caption describes the political situation as a
Medley of Muddle. Then, waving his rhetorical shillelagh,
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